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SUBJECT;  Sheen. 


AK!IQUi:C£MENT :    Y.ell,  Jim  aiid  Sonny  had  a  ^reat  Christmas.    Uncle  Abe  of  the 

Department  of  Agriculture  was  there  but  the  boys  v/ere  so  busy  v/ith  their 

toys  and  books  and  things,  they  didn't  bother  Uncle  Abe  for  stories  very 

much    There's  Jim  and  Uncle  Abe  now    and  there's  Sonny  looking  at  a 

picture  book   

4:  *  9tc  f  *  * 

UI'IGLE  A55:    That's  a  pretty  picture  there,  Sonny  

JIM;     You  mean  that  one  of  the  shepherds  and  the  sheep? 
miCLE  AE.E:    Yes,  don't  you  like  that  one,  Jim? 

JI?«:     You've  told  us  about  reindeer,  and  horses,  and  chickens  and  ducks;  tell 
us  about  sheep,  Uncle  Abe.     lihere  did  we  get  sheep  from  anyv/ay? 

UlTCLE  ABE;     T/ell,  sheep  nrust  have  been  among  the  first  of  the  animals  domes- 
ticated by  man.     It's  a  question  whether  man  came  before  sheep  or  sheep  came 
before  man.     Sheep  have  been  grazed  by  man  as  far  back  as  records  go.  The 
prehistoric  Lake  Dwellers  of  Switzerland  had  sheep  thousands  of  years  ago. 
There  are  wild  sheep  in  the  mountains  of  many  parts  of  the  world.    All  our 
different  kinds  of  domesticated  sheep  may  not  come  from  any  one  kind  of  v;ild 

sheep    Fact  is,  animal  experts  say  that  if  all  the  domesticated  sheep 

in  the  world  were  suddenly  done  av/ay  with,  we  could  develop  breeds  of  domes- 
ticated breeds  of  sheep  from  wild  sheep  still  in  existence.    But  let's  hope 
that  doesn't  happen,  for  sheep  are  among  our  most  valuable  animals.     The  fine 
wool  and  mutton  breeds  have  been  developed  after  long  and  careful  selection   

JIM:     ^ere  did  the  sheep  in  this  country  come  from? 

UNCLE  ABE;    Tie  got  ovir  sheep  mostly  from  Europe.     The  early  colonists  brought 
over  sheep  from  England.     Sheep  were  originally  mountain  animals,  but  in 
England  they  had  developed  a  number  of  local  breeds  v/hich  did  v/ell  in  the 
downs  or  low  hill  country.    They  were  developed  for  mutton  as  well  as  wool, 
England  was  a  great  wool  growing  country.    But  the  finest  wool  came  from  Spain, 
where  there  were  great  flocks  of  Merino  sheep,  developed  to  grow  wool  of  the 
finest  quality. 

About  ti.e  time  America  was  discovered,  Spain  had  become  the  greatest 
wool  growing  country  in  the  world.    Just  where  the  Merino  sheep,  which  had 
this  fine  wool,  came  from  nobody  seems  to  know;  but  the  Saracens  v/ho  conquered 
Spain  are  supposed  to  have  had  a  big  part  in  developing  the  wool  business  of 
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Spain.    Just  as  they  arc  supposed  to  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  in- 
troduction of  sv/ift  Arabian  horses,  so,  too,  they  are  supposed  to  have  brought 
in  sheep  with  them  from  Africa  which  were  crossed  with  native  Spanish  sheep 
to  produce  the  merino. 

Anyway,  there  were  vast  flocks  of  sheep  in  Spain  and  the  shepherds 
every  spring  and  fall  made  a  400  mile  trip  with  them  to  and  from  their  summer 
pastures  in  the  mountains.     This  long  trip  was  thought  to  be  necessary  to  pro- 
duce the  fine  wool  for  v/hich  the  Spanish  merinos  were  famous  all  over  Europe. 
In  order  to  keep  its  wool  business,  the  Spanish  government  made  it  a  death 
penalty  for  anyone  to  take  sheep  out  of  Spain  except  by  special  permission 
from  the  king.     In  that  way,  these  fine  wool  sheep  were  locked  up  in  Spain  for 
many,  many  years. 

JIM;    But  they  finally  got  out? 

UNCLE  AEE;    Yes.    A  few  were  smuggled  out  of  Spain  and  taken  to  other  coun- 
tries.   But,  more  important  than  that  were  those  the  king  of  Spain  let  go.  As 
I  said,  it  was  against  the  law  for  anyone  to  take  merinos  out  of  Spain;  that 
is,  anyone  except  the  king.    But  the  king  of  Spain  as  a  special  favor  or  gift 
to  other  kings  and  princes  of  Exirope  sometimes  permitted  a  few  to  be  carried 
to  other  countries.    King  George  III,  who,  it  is  said,  was  a  better  farmer 
than  he  was  king,  obtained  some  merinos  to  improve  English  breeds  of  sheep. 
The  chief  ruler  of  Saxony  was  presented  with  a  small  flock  of  Merinos,  from 
which  v;ere  develt)ped  a  German  breed  of  fine  wool  sheep.    More  Important  for 
us.  King  Louis  XVI  of  France  obtained  some  of  these  fine  Spanish  sheep  for  his 
farm  near  Psiris.     The  suprising  thing  was  that  these  merinos  talcen  to  these 
other  countries  did  v/ell.    Kept  as  ordinary  farm  sheep,  they  continued  to 
produce  the  finest  of  wool.     The  idea  that  the  long  400  mile  migrations  into 
the  mountains  were  neceiisary  to  produce  the  fine  wool  v/as  disproved, 

JIM:     You  said  it  was  important  for  us  that  King  Louis    XVI  of  France  got 
hold  of  those  Spanish  sheep,     »7hy  v/as  it  important? 

Ui^tCLE  A3E;    '.Veil,  from  those  sheep  on  that  farm  were  developed  the  Rambouillet, 
the  biggest  and  strongest  bodied  of  fine-v/ool  sheep.     Today  are  the  most  pop- 
ular breed  of  fine  wool  sheep  in  this  country           but  that  is  getting  ahead 

of  our  story.    As  I  said,  they  found  out  that  the  merinos  didn't  absolutely 
have  to  have  those  long  trips  to  make  fine  wool,     'i^'hen  stock  raisers  in  America 
and  Europe  fully  realized  that,  many,  of  them  wanted  to  get  hold  of  merinos, 
A  craze  for  merinos  started.    About  that  time,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  become 
Emperor  of  jrarice.     His  armies  invaded  Spain,  conquered  the  co\:intry,  and 
among  the  prizes  of  war  demanded  the  right  to  take  out  thousands  of  merino 
sheep.     That  suddenly  created  a  supply  to  meet  the  big  demand  for  these  fine 
wool  sheep.    But  the  Spanish  merinos  were  small  sheep,  and  here  in  America 
and  in  other  countries  of  Europe  than  Spain,  they  were  crossed  with  other 
sheep  to  make  a  lairger  sheep.    Rambouillets  v/ere  also  imported.    And,  of 
covirse,  we  have  also  medium-wool  sheep  and  long-wool  sheep  which  while  not 
producing  as  fine  wool,  produce  more  meat,  as  well  as  good  wool, 

JIU:    Hov/  many  kinds  of  sheep  are  there  in  this  country? 
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UMGLE  ABE;    There  are  about  12  well  eotablished  breeds.     There  are  South- 
dovms,  Shropshirec,  Hampshires,  Oxfords^  Suf forks,  Dorsets,  Tunis  Cheviots, 
Cotswolds,  Lincolns,  Leicesters,  beside  American  merinos  and  Rambouillets ;  and 
there  are  also  a  nvunber  of  others  not  so  well  established.     Sheep  farming  thes 
days  to  be  continuously  successful  can  not  ignore  either  wool  and  mutton. 
We  raise  sheep  for  both  wool  and  mutton.     The  days  of  the  Spanish  merino 
raised  only  for  wool  are  largely  passed.    And  raising  sheep  on  the  open  renge. 
has  almost  reached  its  limit.     tThcn  we  need  more  wool  in  the  future,  it  m^st 
come  chiefly  from  farm  flocks. 
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